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MBSt — Translator's Notes

PARIX. AENZOFRICH2> TOHEDERY, ZOXNNLRENOREHTH 5,

FEAN (LwLA/H3L) — "Regulator." The central cultural inversion of the entire
adaptation. In everyday Japanese, a wife conventionally refers to her husband as shujin —
literally "master." This Covenant hangs that word upside down: here, the wife is the shujin.
Article Two states the inversion explicitly, and a Japanese reader feels its weight instantly
in a way no English word could deliver.

¥PE (LXA) — "Asset." Direct equivalent, carrying the same estate-management register
as the English — his drive and focus as property of the house.

¥ (L-o1F) — "Discipline." Chosen over harsher alternatives because shitsuke is the word
for the training and correct forming of a person — written with the character for "beauty
upon the body" (& +3€). Discipline as the making of something beautiful: it is difficult to
imagine a better one-character summary of this Covenant.

HOE (X320 %) — "The Nightly Routine." Rendered as a rite ({#) rather than a routine,
which elevates it — Japanese ritual vocabulary carries precisely the ceremonial gravity the
Covenant intends.

FRIEDED (FAYXDX7®) — "The Schedule of Limits." Sadame means an ordinance or
decree, but also fate or what has been fixed — a resonance the document earns, since the
limits are what the couple has fixed for themselves.

KEEDE (FVXWVWHWVWaE) — "The Grand Renewal." Literally "the great rite of re-
vowing," held every ten years. The construction echoes Shinto ceremonial naming — fitting
for a rite of re-consecration rather than re-negotiation.

AEIDFT (3 ¥S5DE x5) — "The Sentinel." Literally "the discipline of immovability" — gyo
is the word for ascetic practice, and fudo evokes Fudo Myoo, the immovable guardian
deity. Stillness as devotion has deep roots in Japanese practice; this term places the
Sentinel inside that tradition.

WHRNZERH»DOET (LD EbHADOET) — "Until death do us part.” The standard
Japanese wedding-vow phrasing, used verbatim so the Covenant borrows the full weight of
the marriage liturgy.

BIEOSE (TwLodz i) — "The halt word." The loanword +— 77— R (safe word) is
widely understood in Japan and may be written into the Schedule instead if the couple
prefers the community's own vocabulary; the formal register of the charter uses the native
construction.

El (\WA) — The seal. Japanese formal documents are traditionally executed with a
personal seal (hanko) alongside or instead of a signature — the signature block provides for



both, and a couple may find that pressing the vermilion seal carries even more ceremony
than ink.
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