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AiEF — Translator's Notes

PAR ALY 35 N B B RGE M SUEREZ B,

Kl (jiaxin) — The document's chosen form. For centuries, Chinese households wrote
formal family precepts — charters of conduct hung on walls and read aloud to the
household. The Covenant Set is, structurally, a jiaxun: Chinese readers have seen
documents shaped exactly like this before, which is true in no other language.

FH (zhumt) — "Regulator.” The classical term for the mistress-of-the-household — the
woman who commands the estate. It carries the authority of the traditional term while the
everyday phrase i*% ("she runs the house") keeps the concept fully native in spoken
Chinese.

Ki% (jiafa) — "Her law." Historically, jiafa means both the household's rules and the
implement of domestic discipline — the traditional phrase &% %, "fetch the family law,"
meant bring out the paddle. Article Four's closing line lands on this word deliberately: what
pleases her is her jiafa, in both senses at once.

E# (guanjido) — "Discipline." The everyday word for governing-and-teaching — what a
strict parent, or famously a strict wife, administers. Warmer than #&§7 (punishment), it
frames correction as formation.

B (wanke) — "The Nightly Routine." Borrowed from Buddhist practice, where it names
the fixed evening devotions of a monastery. The Covenant's nightly discipline rendered as
daily religious observance — precisely its intended register.

TAEHE KM (shinidn chongshi dadian) — "The Grand Renewal." A ceremonial
construction — the Grand Ceremony of Re-vowing, every ten years — echoing the register
of dynastic rites.

WiBE2Y) (zhanzhuang zhi gong) — "The Sentinel." Zhanzhuang — standing-post practice
— is a real and ancient Chinese discipline: martial artists stand motionless for long periods
to forge endurance and stillness. The Sentinel needs no translation into Chinese culture; it
already exists there, and this term names it.

1% (zhiling) — "The halt word." A formal coinage — the command that stops. The
community loanword ZZ4:1d (safe word) is universally understood and may be recorded in
the Schedule instead if the couple prefers it.

FIEAN (zhisi buyd) — "Until death do us part." Literally "unswerving until death" — the
classical idiom of lifelong fidelity, kin to the marriage blessing F3k{&#, growing old
together until the hair is white.

¥ir” (zichan) — "Asset." Direct equivalent, same estate-management register as the
English original.
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